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6392 Children
Thl' welfare of 6392 Pinellas County children was at stake last year.
In !962-63 the Juvenile \Velfare Board and associated agencies helped
rhese childn:n through foster care. child guidance, marriage counschng
with par2nts, licensing of preschool day care facilities, and through other
services. In addition, more than 2500 parents Jnd young people atcended
talks and discussions given by the counseling staff of the Board

For rhe welfare of thesl:' children, Pinellas County made an mvestment of $348,026 in the future-to help these children to become
healthy and productive c1tizens of tomorrow. This investment pays for
services planned to cope with dependency, delinquency, and mental illness
in child}:ood when dia2nosis, trcatmcrH, and control arc more easily
effected. Our complex and productive society, its changes and progress,
mahs this investment an inescapable requirement in a nation based on
freedom and responsibiliy.
But thl' investment of the State of Floricb in the welfare of children
contu1ues to lack planning and adequate provisions. Some of the more
obvious :;hart-comings in StJte services arc·.

1. Shortage of institutional care for mentally retarded children.
2. Insufficient residential trc,ltment for emotionally disturbed
children since facility yet to be completed will house only

20-25.
3. Lack of a comprebenslve and unified mental health program,
which directly and indirectly affects the welfare of children.
4. The failure of the Legislature to appropriate funds for the
Florida Chddren'.s Commission, t:hus leaving the State without any coordinating and planning ag.ency concerned with
chlidren.
5. The unrealistic and arb1tr.1ry limit of $81 00 a month on
Aid to Famil1es with Dependent Children, regardless of
family size.
6. Inadequate salaries and not enough J.Jersonnel for the Child
Welfare Services of the Stcttc Department of Public \\lelfarc.

During the Year 1962-63
your Juvenile Welfare Board
1. Provided for the foster care of 402 dependent children84,970 doys at a net average cost of $2.32 per day~plus
$8.2H for salaries and mileage ------------------2. Provided for and helped to maintam the Child Guidance
Clinic of Pinellas County by paying staff salaries for serv-

ices for 918 children along with one or both parents ____

6 8, I 09

3. Operated J marriage and family counseling service for 541
individuals in 355 families with 732 children for a total
of 3,5 80 consultations, and 7 8 group counseling sessions
for 119 persons _________ _

24,067

4. Paid salaries and office expenses for the Pinellas County
License Board for Children's Centers and Family Day Care
Homes with a total capacity of 4,318 children

17,249

On emergency basis, supplied the cost of care and rehabilitation for 2 children in a residential center for emotionally
disturbed children

9,3!6

J.

5. Provided for the foster care of 20 children awaiting adop-

tion-3,042 days at a net average cost of $2.19 per day
17 adopted, 13 in care at end of year)

6,670

/. Acted as a clearing house for information in consultation
w.ith other agencies for the better functioning of all child
welfare services, including services to the public schools

4,673

S. GenerJl operation and administration ____ _

12.172
$348.026

Source of Funds

General Operating Account
For the children of PinellJs County, .:111d for all the children of
FloridJ, these State srrvices and programs are urgently needed. Florida, Jnd
not jusr Pinellas County, nl'l'ds ro m..1ke an investment in the welbrr of
its future citizens.

$205,770

Trustee Account ____ _

$347,594
432
$348,026

Child Guidance Clinic of
Pinellas County, Inc.

Foster Care
424 children received care in

foster homes during the year 196263 from Juvenile Welfare Board
funds. The Child Welfare Unit of
the State Department of Public
Welfare assumed care, control. and
supervision of 402 children placed
by the Juvenile Court in foster
care. Family and Children's Service,

Inc., provided homes for 20 children hard to place for adoption.
Two children were in a residential
tr-eatment center for
disturbed children.

emotionally
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Although the number of children in foster care with the Child
Welfare Unit increased from 360
in 1961-62 to 402 in 1962-63,
the number of days of care decreased by almost 3000. This decrease was the result of the Juvenile
Welfare Board's. providing funds
for sufficient staff to work out
long-range plans for children, including permanent placements with other relatives. Instead of an increase
in days of care which has averaged ZO,o/0 a year, sufficient staff effected a
decrease of 3 o/0 . Sufficient staff not only made possible better services for
foster children, but also more effective and efficient administration.

The passage of the State-wide Adoption Law by the 1963 Legislature will ultimately facilitate the adoption of children who are difficult
to place because of heath, race. or other factors. Until the necessary machinery is fully provided by the State Department of Public Welfare. the
Juvenile Welfare Board will continue to provide funds to Family and
Children's Service so that Pinellas County children can be afforded the
permanent protection of suitable adoption homes and new parents.

The 1963 Legislature has provided for a small residential treatment
center for emotionally disturbed children at Gainesville. Even after this
center is built, a need for this vital service will still exist because the
emphasis of this new center will be on teaching and research.
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91 8 children and their
parents wtre seen .H the
Clinic during 1962-63.
Of this number. 223 patients were carried O\'er
from the previous year
.11HI
247 patients wae
either in diagnosis or treatment at the end of the
year. 37o/0 of the patients
were seen because the parents themselves recognized
that all was not well with
their children: 47 o/o were
referred by the schools.
the court. or other agcncres. and 16o/o by local
physicians. ministers. attorneys and other professional persons. Some children were only tempor:uily upset by factors in
their environment. while
others were seriously disturbed and needed extended treatment.
Tht: child who is doing poorly in school. who is fearful and withdrawn, or who is angry and irritable. is an unhappy child. It is often his
way of saying that something is wrong with his world and he is in need
:)f help if he is to grow into a productive and creative adult.

To help parents help their children grow up to be happy, well'djusted adults, the Clinic has a two-fold program. namely direct services
to patients and mental health education for parents and other persons
who work with children.
The Clinic receives it.s support from a variety of sources. The Juvenile Welbre Board gives 61.6o/0 of the total budget. the state and loCJ]
health department 9.7o/o. the United Fund of South Pinellas 10.9%. the
United Fund of Central Pinellas and the United Community Fund of
Dunedin 9o/0 . Tbe remaining 8.8o/0 comes from contributions and fees
from parents who can and want to pay for the Clinic services.
The Clinic has been able to obtain the full-time services of J
Psychiatrist-Director, Richard M. Free. M.D. Under his direction. the
Clinic can expand its program, both in direct services to patients and in
consultation and mental health education for persons working with
[hildren.

Marriage And Family Counseling

The future of 732 children was in doubt last year. In 1962-63 the
marriage and family counseling staff helped 541 husbands and/or wives.
Among them they had a total of 732 children. many of whom now have
happie1· homes.
Children are the innocent victims of marital conflict and threatened
divorce. To prevent this damag·e and to promote the welfare of children,
the Board offers marriage and family counseling to residents of Pinella.s
County.

In .1ddition to 35 80 individual counseling interviews. the marriage
counseling statT conducted 78 group counseling sessions. These sessions included one series for a group of wives, also seen in individual counseling,
and another series for unmarried mothers resident in the Florence Crittenton Home. In this second group, 119 different girls were included during
the course of the ye.1r.
Since group counseling is a comparatively new technique for dealing with marriage and family counseling. the staff had the opportunity of
sharing this and other new experiences at the meetings of the American
Orthopsychiatric Association, the National Council on Crime and Delinquency, the Florida Conference of Social Welfare, and the Tampa Bay
Chaptn of the National AssociJtion of Soc.ial Workers. Articles describing marriage counseling and other services of the Board appeared in Social
Caseworh.. News of Child \Vet fare (Danish), Journal cf the Amen.can
lvfedical tissociation, and in various newspapers.

Children's Centers And
Family Day Care Homes

4 3 i 8 children were out of danger last year because the Pinellas
County License Board prot.ected their health. safety, and mental development in children's centers and family day care homes in accordance with
with ChJpter 61-2681. Laws of Florida. The Act incorporate.-: minimum
standards for these cent-ers in respect to starT, physical pl:tnl. san1Dtion.
and safety. Licenses grant~d only upon satisf-Jc~ion of these stancbrds arc
currently held by 83 kindergartens. nursery schools, and day nurseries
with a c<::pacity of 3798 children. and by 163 family Jay care homes with
a capacity of 520 children Licenses show a general increase, particularly
for family day care homes which totaled 3 5 more than last yeM. E1ghr
new children's centers opened in September. 1963
The educational requirement for children's center sraiT mcmhers
makes p-ossible their temporary employment while they continue th;:ir
studies. In addition. a continuation of college study is required of qualified teachers. As a result. more than I ZO teachers and workers were enrolled in courses during the year. This number exceeds last year's by ZO.
Tht program of the Board is carried out by three statT members in
.1 County Building office. and is flnanced by funds provided hy the Juvenile Wcl~arc Board with County Commission approval.
In :1ddition to work directly involved in licensing. the staff consults
with license applicants. teachers. prospectiw· teachers. parents, and others
in regard to such matters as planning centers. meeting the educational requirement, improving programs. and placing children. The staiT Jlso cooperates with other agencies (i.e. Community \Velfarc Council. State \Velfare Depar!ment. Children's Home Society, Farndy Jnd Children's Service.
various church groups. etc.') in helping to interpret the needs of children
in group or family care. to provide bnter services. and to avoid duplicJtion of efYort.

Consultation with Other Agencies

Tin Juvenile Welfare Board is required by law to consult with other
1gencics concerned about the welfare of children. To this legal requirement
is added the Board's concern for the effective cooperation between agencies
~nd for leadership in planning better s-ervices for children. The Board
acts as a clearing house for information about children and fosters teamwork and communication through consultation with individuals, agencie~,
aJ!d organizations.

During the year, progress was made toward the dcvelopmen_t of a
bomemaker service for all families and individuals. The Community Wel-

fare Cour:cil of South Pinellas and the Pinellas County Health Department have given leadership to the community's concern for this needed
service. The Visiting N,urse Association has agreed to establish a homemaker service during 19 6 4. In 19 62-6 3 the housekeeper service of the
State Department of Public Wdfare has been available to families with
children, and no direct expenditures were made by the Board.

Many discussions and consultations were held throughout the year
concerning a survey of Juvenile Court and other services dealing with delinquent children. The Juvenile Welfare Board offered to pay for the cost
of a survey to be made by the National Council on Crime and Delinquency. This offer has been accepted and ''J citizen's committee for this
survey appointed by the Juvenile Court Judge. From this survey there
hopefully will come a blue-print for future development.

